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Kia ora friends, sponsors, supporters and contributors, 

In this special Christmas issue of TRUST NEWS, we bring you a story of a different sort. It is a tale about 

family and responsibility, about care and kindness, about teamwork, hope and happy endings.   

It is the story of Errol and his nephew Flynn, born the day before, but starts much farther back.  If you’ve 

been following our News-in-Brief reports, you’ll know some of the story already. Here is the rest of it. 

In this issue we also release our special greeting card sets for sale, and we celebrate the festive season 

with a competition for our youngest supporters. Wishing you and yours, all the very best for the holiday 

season, good health and a happy New Year. 

Editor-at-Large – editor@donkeymuletrust.org.nz 
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In the beginning, there was a family… 

The saga began with the Trust in late June of 2021 with the far from Secret Seven, when a caring 

neighbour asked the Trust for help to rehome a herd of donkeys that her neighbour was surrendering to 

her.  The donkeys had been left on the neighbour’s property when he purchased it about 10 years 

previous.  Since then, the donkeys had been left pretty much to themselves and they were by this stage a 

herd of seven. 

Two Trustees were present when the gate between 

the two neighbouring properties was opened, and 

our caring neighbour took possession of the 

donkeys.  The herd comprised of two entire jacks, 

two older jennies with a foal each and a younger 

jenny. The jacks were maybe 4-5 years old.  There 

had been an older jack, but he had died the 

previous year.  One of the foals was still suckling 

but appeared partially weaned and the other was 

weaned.  The third jenny seemed to be the 

daughter of one of the older jennies as they were a 

well bonded group of three.  One of the older 

jennies was in poor condition, but the rest looked 

to be in fair health.  The relinquishing neighbour 

had got the donkeys feet done the week before, 

but more farrier work would be needed as they’d 

not been done in years.   

The receiving neighbour was keen to keep the two 

jacks and get them gelded.  The Trustees checked 

out the property and had no concerns that this 

would be a great home for the jacks. The jacks 

were separated from the rest of the herd, and 

arrangements were made for a vet visit to check 

their health and organise gelding them. 

The following weekend, the remaining five from 

the herd were brought to the Wairarapa where 

they were quarantined, vet checked, put on a 

worming regime and the jennies assessed to 

determine if they were possibly pregnant again. 

With more to come… 

Fast forward a few months, and the donkeys, now collectively known as the Not-so Famous Five, all have 

names: Sarah, the matriarch; her daughters: Lauren and Ava; her son Bogart; and grandson Humphrey 

(Lauren’s foal). They have had dental work done and more farrier visits to correct overgrown hooves, 

and, after blood tests and scans, it is confirmed that Sarah and Ava are with foal.   



Trust News Special Newsletter No 36 December 2021 

Copyright (C) 2021 Donkey and Mule Protection Trust NZ. All rights reserved. 

P
ag

e3
 

Humphrey and Bogart meanwhile are fully weaned and have 

been gelded, much to the relief of their mums who were well 

over handling adolescent jacks.  

By now, each donkey has revealed their unique personality: 

Sarah is calm and very friendly, while the younger jennies 

being primarily unhandled, are wary and a little feisty.  

Bogart is very gentle and responds well to handling, and 

Humphrey like his mum, Lauren, has a mind of his own, 

though is quite calm despite no previous handling. With 

constant care and attention, their health and handling had 

improved to the point where Humphrey and Bogart were ready 

for a new home. They are tightly bonded, and both have just 

been rehomed together.  More of them in a future edition. 

As can happen, the neighbour who took the two older jacks (now gelded and named Clarke and Gable) 

realised that they needed more attention than she could give them as they had had little handling, no 

training and were fully grown – a difficult challenge even for an experienced donkey owner.  So Pru has 

since collected these two on behalf of the Trust.  Thankfully the neighbour paid for the gelding and 

worming which was an incredibly generous act.  We will have more to tell of them in a future edition as 

well. 

A question of paternity… 

When a herd is left on its own like this one was for so long, a natural order prevails. It is likely that the 

deceased jack is the paternal parent of the two younger jennies and the two older jacks that were 

separated from the herd in the beginning. Sarah being the maternal parent of the jennies is also likely to 

be the mother of one of the older jacks, with Lauren possibly the mother of the other.  What is unknown 

is who sired Humphrey and Bogart. With the old Jack aging, and Clarke and Gable coming into their 

prime, there is a high likelihood that paternity of each was a son or a brother. What is also unknown is 

how many foals Sarah may have had in the past and, given that the herd was left on its own at least these 

Sarah 

Lauren Ava 

Bogart Humphrey 
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last 10 years, how many of these may have died soon after birth? As our story unfolds, there is evidence 

to suggest that poor Sarah may have given birth to many more than those which have survived. 

We think the family tree may look a little like this: 
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The saga continues…the birth of Flynn 

At 2:30 am on the 24 November, Ava, the youngest jenny, only about 3 or 4 years old, and a first-time 

mum, gave birth to a beautiful dark wee foal, Flynn. Pru Hunter, the chair of the Trust and carer to the 

Far-from Secret Seven since their rescue, was in attendance with Ava and Flynn throughout the day. Both 

were doing well. Due to the colouring of this wee foal, it is likely that Gable is Flynn’s sire. 

 

And Errol’s fight for life 

Day 1 – Thursday, 25 November 

At 5am on the following day, Sarah gave birth to 

Errol. Pru, who was in attendance with Sarah, as 

she had done for Ava, noticed a couple of 

behavioural issues with Errol – he was not suckling 

properly, and soon realized that Sarah’s udder had 

no milk flow. This meant that Errol had possibly 

not had a drink at all and no colostrum.  

The team at Vet Services Wairarapa were coming at 

about 3pm that day to take blood from Flynn to test 

his IgG levels which measures the antibodies in his 
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blood. Realising the situation with Errol vet Keri and vet nurse Nicky first injected Sarah with oxytocin to 

stimulate the milk flow but there was no immediate result. This was a problem because no milk meant no 

food for Errol. An attempt was made to milk Ava in the interim, but she was not keen having just fed 

Flynn a big drink and so she didn’t have 

enough spare. 

It was a critical time for Errol, he had 

passed that first 12-hour window during 

which it is vital to receive colostrum so it 

can pass antibodies straight into the 

blood. In the end the vets ordered 

powdered colostrum to be delivered with 

urgency and Pru bottle -fed Errol the 

colostrum every three hours throughout 

Friday night. The only way he would take 

it was if, when he went to try and drink 

from his mum, Pru would slip the bottle 

teat into his mouth from the other side of 

Sarah. Fortunately, Sarah was extremely 

obliging about Pru crawling around her 

legs in the middle of the night. It was a 

tribute to the relationship of trust built 

between them over the last five months. 

Flynn meanwhile was enjoying his second 
day of life by dozing in the sun often 

alongside his mum, Ava. 
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Day 2 – Friday 26 November 

By 6am the following morning, Sarah’s milk had started to flow.  

It was very clear but at least it had started.  

Louisa, the head equine vet from Vet Services Wairarapa, came 

and took a blood test from Errol.  The results from the previous 

day showed that Flynn’s IgG levels were at 703 which is below 

the minimum of 800 but not significantly so, but test results for 

poor Errol’s IgG levels barely registered at 34! 

Sarah was given another oxytocin injection that morning and 

then Pru milked her to further stimulate the flow. She barely 

managed to get 3 cups of milk off her.  Pru then fed about 

200mls of this to Errol. 

At 2pm Pru tried again to milk Sarah but there was hardly any 

milk.  Drastic measures were needed, and the vets were on their 

way again. As Pru awaited their arrival, she watched as Errol 

started to feed from his mum which was the first positive sign she’d seen. 

Sara, another vet, and nurse, Nicky arrived and gave both Errol and Flynn half a litre of plasma each.  

Plasma is the only option available to get antibodies into the blood stream after that 12-hour window has 

closed. 
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Day 3 – Saturday 27 November 

Vet Keri arrived at 9am on Saturday morning and tested the blood of both foals again – Flynn had 

elevated to 880, so he was in the clear, but Errol’s IgG level was still only 230. 

Later that day, at 1pm, Keri returned with Louisa to administer a whole litre of plasma into Errol. 

Without sufficient antibodies in his system, the concern was that he’d develop an underlying infection 

which would make building up his antibody level that much more difficult.  

Despite the rocky start, Errol was feeding and growing stronger. After consultation between the vets and 

Pru, it was decided to wait until Monday before giving Errol another blood test. Flynn meanwhile was 

enjoying a new energy burst the making the most of the day. 

Day 4 – Sunday 28 November 

When Pru went to check on the donkeys the following morning, Errol looked much better than he had 

the day before. He obviously felt better too because for the first time he was running around.  Pru started 

to feel more positive about the future for the little guy, while knowing full well that he needed to get past 

that 800 IgG mark to ensure he had sufficient antibodies to minimize any risk of infection in the future.  
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Day 5 -Monday 29 November 

Errol had gone quiet again.  He no longer had the energy of the previous day.  His tests that morning 

though showed a huge improvement with his levels rising to 759, which by far exceeded Pru’s 

expectations. The vets did a full work-up of his blood which highlighted a couple of areas of concern, 

Errol wasn’t out of the woods yet.  Keri told Pru that they would consult with Massey University Equine 

Centre on Tuesday to see what else could be done. 

Pru had put his quietness down to tiredness but there was a persistent niggle in her mind that Errol still 

didn’t have enough antibodies to keep him safe from infection. 
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Day 6 - Tuesday 30 November 

Vet Louisa called Pru after speaking to the vet at the Equine Centre at Massey University and told her 

that the Massey vets confirmed that the course of action taken so far was the correct one. They also said 

that the blood tests did not show any real signs of concern, but if Pru wanted to give Errol a third plasma 

transfusion, there was no increased risk apart from the actual procedure. 

Louisa and Pru agreed that as Errol had had such a tough start and they’d gone this far, it would be 

prudent to try and get him over that 800 IgG mark.  Pru drove from Masterton to Massey University in 

Palmerston North to pick up another bag of plasma that was now in short supply in the Wairarapa. At 

3pm that day, Vet Keri and another nurse from Vet Services Wairarapa administered another full litre of 

plasma to Errol.  

Day 7 - Wednesday 1 December 

A new month, another blood test, and a new lease of life. This day Errol was showing all the signs of 

feeling great: he was running around, jumping about his mum, Sarah, and running away from Pru as she 

tried to capture his antics on camera. These were all the signs one would expect from a healthy baby 

donkey.  

AND – the best news ever, his blood tests showed a count of 1,001 IgG. Errol was in the clear. However, 

just to be on the safe side, the vets put Errol on a seven-day course of antibiotics to help him along in case 

an infection snuck in under the radar.  

The prognosis for Errol is good, and everyone is confident that he has made it through. 
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Errol hanging out with his mum, Sarah, above and with his nephew Flynn, below. 
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A Word from Errol’s Vet 

Louisa Broughton is the equine vet from Vet Services Wairarapa and managed Errol’s treatment with the 

assistance of two other vets and three vet nurses at different times. She explained that there are four 

main reasons why foals might not get sufficient colostrum in those first few crucial hours:  

1. there is an issue with the dam's udder (as in the case of Sarah, Errol's mother)  

2. the dam does not allow the foal to feed sufficiently 

3. there is a gut issue with the foal, or  

4. when the dam is producing poor colostrum, (as may have been the issue with Ava)  

 "I strongly encourage all my clients to have an IgG test for antibodies done on all new-born foals 

between 24 and 72 hours of birth," said Louisa.  "The minimum level is a count of 800.  Anything lower 

and the foal has less chance of fighting infection from the standard bacteria foals are exposed to. A foal's 

gut stops accepting the antibodies from the colostrum after 12 hours so by the time you know there is an 

issue, then plasma must be administered intravenously." 

 

From the Chair  
Report by Pru Hunter 

Week 2 – Thursday 2 to Wednesday 8 December 

During the second week of life for these two babies, things have been so much better than could be 

imagined.  At the start of the week, Errol was still quite light in condition and much quieter than Flynn.  

However, as each day passed, he got progressively stronger and livelier. He has now finished his 7-day 

course of antibiotic injections and is up and running.   

The foals have yet to start playing together, but that will come.  Up until a couple of days ago their 

mothers would keep them separate but you can now see them taking more interest in each other and 

showing more independence from mum.  It is hard to believe writing this that only a week ago we did not 

know if Errol would survive.   
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This story so far shows why we need a Trust.  The original neighbour knew of us and asked for help to 

assist these donkeys.  There is no way that Errol would have survived if left in the paddock as Sarah 

would not have been able to feed him, and it is quite likely that Flynn would not have survived either.  

Saving donkeys, like this family, is only possible because of your support. The more you spread the word 

of the Trust and its work, the more opportunities we have to help donkeys in need (and their owners). 

The more people we reach, the greater the chance of being able to educate people about the importance 

of gelding jacks and the dangers of leaving donkeys to their own devices for so long. Donkey ownership is 

a responsibility and one that needs to be taken seriously; the Trust is a safety net that helps mitigate the 

damage that occurs when donkey owners don’t understand that responsibility.   

As a charity, the Trust relies completely on donations from you and other supporters to pay for the 

rehabilitation of donkeys across New Zealand. Errol is a particularly expensive wee lad so any 

contribution you can make is gratefully received.  Thank you to those of you who have already 

contributed to Errol’s costs. 

 

Many thanks to vets, Louisa, Keri and Sara and the vet 

nurses from Vet Services Wairarapa for their wonderful 

work and positive attitude. 

A big thank you to South Wairarapa Vets for bag number 2 of plasma, and to Massey University Equine 

Centre for bag number 3 of plasma and their expert advice. 

A very special thank you to Pru Hunter for taking on the challenge of the Not-so Famous Five (now back 

to a Far from Secret Seven) and freely dedicating her time and expertise to care for and administer to all 

these donkeys but most particularly to Ava and Flynn, and Sarah and Errol.  

And our most sincere appreciation goes to you, our donors and friends for your support, your words of 

encouragement and for sharing the story of Errol and Flynn with your family and friends.  
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Some Festive Colour Fun 

Pauline Sainsbury created this charming illustration for our younger supporters to 
colour in over the holidays. Send photos of your completed picture to 
editor@donkeymuletrust.org.nz with your name, age, and location, and we’ll 

publish them in our next newsletter. 

  

mailto:editor@donkeymuletrust.org.nz
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RRC Contacts 

There are six Rehabilitation and Rehoming Centres 

supporting the Trust. Here are… 
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…cover the costs for Errol 

and other donkeys in need of care 

Donate to the Trust 

All the donkeys in the care of the Trust and RRCs require on-going support and the donations from our 

supporters make that possible.  

If you can help us … please donate today! 

As a registered non-profit charitable organisation, donations $5 and over are tax deductible. Click the 

button below to donate now. Any details provided will remain confidential. Donations can be made 

through Internet Banking into account: 

03 0633 0136784 00 (D&M Trust) 

Please enter your NAME as the code and DON or ERROL as reference, Thank you! 

Order a Set of Greeting Cards 

Our beautiful sets of full colour greeting cards are now available for purchase. Printed on premium linen 

card, these A6-sized cards are blank inside and can be used for any occasion.  
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Cards cost $2.00 each and come with an envelope. They are 

sold in mixed packs of 3, 4 and 6, and each pack contains at 

least one contemporary, one traditional and one children’s 

card. 

Special thanks to Pauline Sainsbury, Jo Reid, and Mary 

Kusabs for their amazing illustrations that make these cards so 

unique.  

All proceeds from the sale of our packs go to the donkeys in 

our care. Using them helps to spread awareness of the Trust, 

share the joy of a donkey and is a great way to reach out to folk 

in these troubling times.  

Orders for individual packs can be made through our website: https://donkeymuletrust.org.nz/   

For bulk orders, please send your order and postal details via email to editor@donkeymuletrust.org.nz 

or text Lesley on 021 916 124 with the number of packs you’d like, your postal address and she’ll give you 

a price for payment.  

Payment can be made via credit card through our website, or by internet banking into account:  

03 0633 0136784 00 (D&M Trust) 

Please enter your NAME as the code and CARDS as reference, and once we have confirmation of 

payment, your cards will be on their way. 

What are you waiting for... 

Place your order today! 

 

 

PACK OF 3 - $8.20 

PACK OF 4 - $10.20 

PACK OF 6 - $14.20 

Pack price includes $2.20 for   
postage and packaging 

https://donkeymuletrust.org.nz/
mailto:editor@donkeymuletrust.org.nz

